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Volume 1

OCOTBEH 1950

No. 2

Dear Brother:

I am most grateful to the brethren who took time out from their busy lives to send a postcard in this
general direction to tell me that they would continue to read the CAMPUS COMMENTARY over the
breakfast coffee. If your mail is anything like mine (and I imagine it is since preachers seem to be on
very many curious mailing lists), you have found it necessary to consign a goodly portion of the daily
mail to the waste basket almost immediately upon arrival. If these few notes are held out for a little
while, they have accomplished their purpose.

Many of the replies which I received revolved around the problem of confirmation instruction. Ap
parently some of the brethren are deeply concerned about our effectiveness in this particular area of our
work. I should apologize for making my remarks about the matter somewhat cryptic and vague. That
was due to the fact that we here on the campus, who see the reflections of confirmation instruction, are
not quite sure as to what is right and what is wrong about it. In general it should be said that our
Lutheran boys and girls are exceedingly well-trained in knowledge of the Bible. The recent Scriptural
literacy test, the results of which appeared in the Chiistian Century, would find us much better equipped,
I am sure. They know pretty well who is who and what is what in the Word of God.

Things begin to look less favorable when we turn to the problem of their attitudes. Apparently the
modern high school exerts a tremendous influence on the ideas and attitudes of our younger generation.
As you undoubtedly noted, the keynote of the life of the teenager at a typical high school is conformity.
He or she must conform in dress, in manners, in social attitudes, and even in moral ideals. At some high
schools, of course, these standards are comparatively high; at others they are deplorably low. When
the pastor is operating in confirmation instruction he is therefore consciously or unconsciously fighting a
very powerful negative influence. In general, it should be said that our greatest weakness is revealed
in this matter of attitudes. They seem to pull many of their moral ideas and ideals out of the dubious
and foggy climate which surrounds them in their daily life.

The answer to all this is, of course, not very easy. Personally, I do believe that a greater emphasis
on Christian ethics or moral theology even on the level of confirmation instruction would be a good
thing. I know that we have been somewhat suspicious of this since we felt it might lead to a de-emphasis of our insistence on sound indoctrination. On the other hand, it can be said very definitely that also
the area of moral theology can and should be essentially doctrinal. The truths of our Christian faith are
dynamic truths. They require obedience. Their source and motivation is, of comrse, God's redeeming
love for us, but that love gives us a sense of gratitude and devotion which must be expressed in life.
Perhaps I should say that I have found so much interest in this question that with the help of some of the
brethren on the campus I hope to return to it at a later date.

Back to the campus. We closed our enrollment this year at a figure of 1875. The geographical
spread of our student body is wider and greater than ever before. The enrollment figure itself repre
sents a decrease of approximately nine percent from the figures of the academic year 1949-1950. This
is a little lower percentage of loss than the national figures, but it is still a figure which should give us
some concern. If you, my dear brethren, could find the time or instruct someone in your parish to send

